
Mobile Data Collection

With Open Data Kit (ODK)
On Android phones
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For Enumerators



Outline
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Android phones for mobile data collection

Features of the phone, your responsibilities

Letting the household know you are using 
new technology

Introducing the phone

Power management and phone settings

The application: ODK

Some tips

Final exercise



ANDROID PHONES
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Android phones for mobile data collection

Android phones have been used in various 
types of survey in many countries

Pros

ïMore accurate results

ïFaster

ïEasier to review, analyze,
improved feedback from
supervisors

Cons

ïExpensive and fragile technology
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Features of the phone, your responsibilities

These phones are the property of UNHCR 
(or that of the partner) . When they are in 
the hands of the enumerator, they are 
under his personal responsibility

ïNever leave the phone unwatched

ïNever leave the phone on a desk or bed , keep it 
in your pocket or handbag

ïBe careful!

Enumerators will have to sign a waiver to 
acknowledge their responsibility over the 
phone
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This waiver must be signed 
once before the beginning of 
the survey, by each of the 
enumerators who will be in 
charge of the phones.

PHONE OWNERSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Slide to beadapted

by eachpartner
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Sondage de Sécurité alimentaire du BurkinaFaso 
Inventaire des téléphones par équipe et par jour
DATE:

PreTest
Xperia 
Barcode/IMEI G1 Barcode/IMEI Team leader Signature Team colour

Team 1 35167603008820912468001490007 red

Team 2 35167703003481312468001495048 yellow

Team 3 35167703007309212468001496087 pink

Team 4 35167703007296112468001493050 orange

Team 5 35167603003084712468001494843 blue

Team 6 35167603012299012468001495998 green

Example of sheet that needs to be signed every morning by the team 
leaders and every night by the survey supervisor. Hence the team is 
responsible for the phones during the data collection period, but not 

overnight when the phones are with the survey manager.

Phone ownership and responsibilities
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Something to consider is that this new technology 
may be intimidating.

It is a good idea to let the person you are 
interviewing know what you are doing with this 
piece of equipment when you get the general 
consent of the family.

LET THE HOUSEHOLD KNOW YOU WILL BE USING A 
PHONEé



ON/OFF
(on the side or on the top 
of the phone generally)

Home
(Unlock + go to
homescreen)

MENU 
(Button for options)

Back
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Introducing Android phones

STATUS BAR: 
WIFI/Network/Flight 
mode/USB Connect
Here you can check your battery, the 
status of your connexion (Flight 
mode, WIFI and your settings for 
connecting to the computer via a 
cable in USB storage or USB Debug 
mode.
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ODK Collect
This is the software 
enumerators use to 
collect the information.

Settings
Change the settings of the 
phone (Wifi, USB debug 
mode) here.
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Widgets
Shortcuts to useful settings (wifi, 
display, GPS, brightnessé)
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Other apps
Other apps that can come in 
useful

4

1

2
4

3
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Power management and phone settings

To save 
poweré

ïFlight mode on

ïWIFI off

ïluminosity 
must be low
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LŦ ƴƻǘΣ ǳƴǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά!ǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎέ 
and enter the current 

date/hour

Power management and phone settings

Make sure the date is correctly set

Set up the time 
zone first, and 
then the 
date/hour.



Exercise: Adjust the settings

Set the date to June 20 th , 2008, in the UTC time zone, at 
8.45AM.

Make sure your phone is in Flight mode, that the WiFi is off 
and the luminosity of the phone is set to low.

Group discussion:
ÅWhat are the consequences of the phoneôs date on the survey?

ÅWhat happens if you accidentally delete the ODK application from the 

home screen?

Å How does the phone needs to be configured to save battery?
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THE ODK APPLICATION
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September2
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ManageDesign Collect Analyze

The phases of an MDC

XLSForms

Mobile Data Collection

ODK Collect



Tools
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ODK Collect

Kobo Toolbox ODK Collect

Sending blank forms

Sending Results



ODK Main menu
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This is the application 
where enumerators 
enter data.

Enumerators will 
mainly use the óFill 
Blank Formô button.

Only one form should 
be there, the WASH 
KAP



ODK Browsing through the form
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When you are 
in the form, to 
go to the next 
question of the 
form you can 
either ñswipeò 
the screen 
with the finger, 
or use the 
button at the 
bottom of the 
screen.


